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Principal’s Message 

The Willard News 

Dear Willard Families,                                                          December 2018 

        
I  hope this correspondence finds you and your family doing well and enjoying 
the cold days of the season. It’s hard to believe that our students have   
completed their first trimester of the school year and that winter break is  
right around the corner. Our students continue to impress me each day as 
they participate in new learning and show strength in tasks that allow for  
exploration, decision-making, collaboration, and idea sharing. I am proud of 
the growth that our students have made over the last four months and I  
look forward to spending more time with them in their classrooms this year! 

 

Over the last few months, our students have been working on showing their 
“Willard Pride” by demonstrating progress in the academic and social         
behaviors of greeting individuals by name, managing impulsivity, increasing 
persistence when challenging tasks arise, and striving for accuracy in         
academic work. The progress students have made with these work habits     
is commendable and we are proud that they are able to make academic      
decisions that foster a deeper understanding and appreciation for content. 

 
Our P.T.O continues to do an amazing job at supporting the students, staff, 
and Willard Community. Recent events such as the Book Fair, Pastries with 
Parents, and Trunk or Treat have allowed for families to come together and 
engage with students and other families. We look forward to our upcoming 
P.T.O sponsored event, The Special Someone Dance, and are excited to    
provide students and families with a night out to take part in games, music, 
and laughter. We appreciate all that our P.T.O has offered to our students 
and families and look forward to more events later in the year.  

 
We would like to thank all families for attending parent-teacher conferences 
and partnering with us to support the learning and development of each   
child at Willard. As the next trimester continues, we encourage you keep 
open   dialogue with teachers and share any questions/concerns that may   
develop. We also would like to remind you that you are always welcome to  
join our classrooms and take part in the learning process. We enjoy having 
families and community members visit Willard and become part of the      
everyday culture within our school.  

 
Lastly, our schools are closed for winter break from December 22, 2018 – 
January 1, 2019. Classes will resume on Wednesday, January 2, 2019. The 
Willard Elementary School Staff would like to wish you and your family a 
happy holiday and a safe, healthy, and prosperous New Year! 

 

Warmest Regards, 

Dr. Correia 
Principal 

Special Dates 

Dec 5-Early Dismissal After 
School  Conferences 

Dec 7–Early Dismissal  
Evening conferences  

Dec 12-Vocal/Band Concert 
9am & 6:30pm 

Dec 17- Holiday Shop 

Dec 21- Early Dismissal 

Dec 24-Jan 1 Winter Break-
No School 

Jan 16- Early Dismissal 

Jan 8 - Gr 3 Trip to Eli  
Whitney Museum 

Jan 8- Gr 4 trip to Science 
Center 

Jan 21 -  MLK  Day - No 
School 

Feb 15- No school 

Feb 18- No School 

Feb 19- No school 

Feb 26- PTO Pasta Supper 

Feb 27- Early Dismissal 



   
 

 
Greetings Willard Families!  
 
It’s hard to believe that it is already December. The year is off to a fantastic 
start. I am honored to be part of such a dedicated learning community, where 
the collaborative efforts of staff, families and students are evident each and 
every day. 
 
The many ways, both large and small, that you support your child’s education 
make a difference. Parental involvement in education is a key indicator of student 
success. Home/school communication sends an important message about our    
collective investment in a child’s success. Parent/Teacher conferences provide  
an opportunity for personal communications. They will be held on Wednesday,  
November 28 (Afternoon), Wednesday, December 5th (Afternoon), and Thursday, 
December 6th (Evening). If you have not signed up for a conference, it is  never 
too late. Please contact your child’s teacher I  immediately and take advantage  
of this opportunity to discuss his/her progress. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 
 
Regular and punctual attendance is another way to support your child. This  
ensures that he/she receive the educational opportunities he/she deserves.  
The transition into school in the morning is crucial to student success as it sets 
the tone for the day.  It is important that your child is on time. This allows him/
her time to get to the classroom and begin preparing for the day with his/her 
teacher and classmates. While communication is essential and always encouraged, 
it is important that teachers are available to address the needs of students at 
this busy time of day. Therefore, we respectfully request that all questions and 
concerns be addressed in an email or voicemail, so the teacher can respond when 
she/he is available.  
 
As a school community, we continue to promote procedures and practices to     
ensure student safety. We appreciate your continued support with parent  
pick-up. Bus safety remains a top priority. In school we will continue to remind 
students of the behavioral expectations while riding the bus. This includes    
staying seated, keeping your hands and feet to yourself, and being kind to each 
other. Any reminders that you can provide at home are greatly appreciated.  
Wishing you a very happy holiday season. 
 
All the best, 
Megan Sirois 
Lead Teacher 

  Lead Teacher News 



Dear Willard Families: 
 
As fall turns to winter, we will be starting to see more children with coughs, fevers, sore 
throats, vomiting and other symptoms.  As always, we require children to be fever- free   
for 24 hours without fever reducers and no vomiting for 24 hours before returning to 
school. Please keep your children home if they are not feeling well.  Just a reminder,  
please call the school if your child will be absent. I appreciate the detailed messages left on 
my voicemail clearly describing symptoms.  It has been very helpful to track illnesses in     
various classrooms and the building in general. 
If your child needs cough drops at school, you must send them in with a note.  They may not 
contain menthol.  Cough drops are treated like medication and will be dispensed on a limited 
basis throughout the day.  The cough drops stay in the health room. If you have more than 
one child in the school, one note and supply is adequate. 
 
Just a reminder…children go outside for recess every day weather permitting. Children    
need to have jackets, hats and gloves as the weather gets colder. You may not request to 
have your child stay in for recess because of weather or because they have a cold or cough.  
Children are expected to go out for recess and will not be excused unless we receive a note 
from the doctor. Please keep in mind, the state mandated temperature for children to stay I 
n for recess is 20 degrees: real and “feel like” temperature with wind chill.   
 
Pre-school and Kindergarten parents: Please make sure your child has a change of clothes at 
school, and is season appropriate clothing, ie, pants, long sleeved shirts.  If your child has 
borrowed clothing from the health room, please return it as soon as possible as we have a       
limited supply. 
Preschool flu vaccines are due by December 31st. Please send in physician’s documentation of 
flu administration to nurse’s office. 
 
Please remember to update the school with any telephone number or contact changes so we 
always have current numbers in case of emergencies. 
 
On a final note, CHILDREN MAY NOT BRING MEDICATION TO SCHOOL. If your child 
needs medication at school, it must be brought in by an adult with a doctor’s order.  These 
forms may be found on the school website under Student Services/Health Services. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
If you need to contact me via email, my email address is jaddamo@berlinschools.org. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
Wishing a happy and healthy holiday season to all. 
 
Joanne Addamo, RN 
 
 

Nurse’s Notes 



 

 
 

              Kindergarten 

 
READING:  We are reading pattern books and Star books.  We are learning to act stories 
out using our bodies, voices, and faces.  We talk about the book’s title, cover, and how all 
the pages go together.  We have been practicing reading books as kindergarteners. The 
students look at the pictures and read what they see in the pictures in order to tell the 
story. They have learned to read words they know as they look through books as well.   
Students are reading by themselves independently and with partners. They are learning   
to shop for books from the classroom library to keep in their own personal book boxes and 
how to treat books like treasures.   
 
MATH: We are continuing to practice classroom routines: calendar, counting by 1’s, 5’s,  
and 10’s, attendance, using ten frames, days of the week, and shapes.  We have also added 
many investigation games, books, and stations to our Math Workshop that helps to enhance 
the skills we’re learning in a fun and hands on way.  Some of the activities include:          
Attribute Sort Game, Roll and Record, Counting Jar, Grab and Count, Counting Books,   
Build It, Compare, Measuring Activities, and Ordering Cards. The students are learning 
different ways to count accurately using a strategy and have 1-to-1 correspondence.  We  
have also used Geoboards, pattern blocks, and clay to create shapes. 
 
WRITING: The children are really enjoying Writer’s Workshop and can sustain writing for 
15-20 min. each day which is a big deal for kindergarteners. They enjoy the “quiet  music” 
while they work.  They are working hard to add more details and not say they are done too 
soon. Your children are also starting to write the beginning sounds of what they are writing 
about. The students are learning to use the strategy of stretching out a word on their arm 
to help hear the sounds.  Labeling has been a big focus in each lesson. We are using Mat 
Man as a guide to help draw people as well. Mat Man has basic shapes for his or her body 
parts to help guide students to illustrate. We are also learning to color neatly and use    
colors that make sense. Our Writing goals are Mat Man strategy, 5 colors, ground and 
weather, labeling and action marks.  They are reading their stories with partners and to 
the whole class. They are all developing into authors! 
 
SCIENCE/S.STUDIES:   We learned all about the members of our classroom community. 
Each student shared things and items about them self to the class.  This was a great way 
to connect students to each other and build our classroom community.  We studied the life 
cycle of apples and pumpkins. We looked at each stage and explored Life Cycle  activities  
in multiple forms such as books, videos, diagrams, and drawings.  October was Fire Safety 
month and we had a visit from our local fire department. We talked about how to be safe  
in case of a fire, learned the important roles of firefighters in our community, and   dis-
cussed fire prevention tips.  The kids were able to look at the inside of a firetruck  and 
take pictures too! We learned all about the concept of long ago and today. We sorted    
pictures into the categories of long ago (past) and present (today). We also learned the 
story of the first Thanksgiving. Delving into Past and Present gives insight into the history 
of life changing over time.  

 
 
 



Book Bags 

Just a reminder that book bags will be coming home nightly. Your child will be 
sent home with a book or two to read. Please read with your child, focusing on 
strategies to use when they come across a tricky word. You can also chose a 
book from home to read as well.  
 
Writers Workshop 
Students began the year focusing on the writing process. Here, students  
learned the importance of thinking and planning a piece before writing. They 
then tackled small moment stories. Here, they stretched a small moment across    
several pages. Currently, we are working on How To books where they will teach 
their audience through a non-fiction text. First graders have writing portfolios 
where they keep all of their work. At the end of each unit, students will publish 
one piece of writing. All of the other pieces will come home, some of which are 
works in progress where you may see brainstorming, invented spelling and       
self-editing. We encourage you to spend time discussing these pieces with your 
child and talking about the amazing writers they are becoming.  
 
Math 
First graders have been doing a lot of work in math! They have been comparing 
quantities to find the greatest number. They have been solving addition word 
problems using different strategies. We show our work through pictures,    
equations, and manipulatives. In math workshop, they are using games to          
reinforce skills such as fact fluency. First graders are talking about math 
through the use of Number Talks, where they are able to share their thinking 
and   strategies for seeing numbers. Keep playing those math games with your        
students at home!  
                                                    
 
Reading 
Students have been learning the routines of Reader’s Workshop. They have 
been working on gathering tools and strategies for their reading “toolkits”, 
which will help them as they tackle tricky words. They have been practicing 
their independence and building their reading stamina. Students have been 
meeting for individual conferences, and small strategy and reading groups.  
First graders are also working on being helpful reading coaches to their reading 
partners. They are learning how to talk about their books in their partnerships. 
Your first grader is now a Word Detective! They use all of 
their strategies to solve unknown words! 
 
 

  Grade 1 



 

 
 

 

Reading Workshop: Second graders launched the school year with a 
“Second Grade Reading Growth Spurt” where students reviewed and learned 
what Readers’ Workshop should look like and sound like in second grade!  Students have also been 
busy growing their second grade reading muscles! We have learned and practiced shopping for just 
right books, increasing our stamina, and making decisions growing readers need to make before, 
during, and    after reading a text!  We learned what a good reading partner looks like and sounds 
like by sharing at the end of each day. We’ve also recently begun our next reading unit, “Becoming 
Experts”.  In this unit we begin exploring the world of informational texts! Students are learning 
the structure of nonfiction texts, using text features, previewing their books, and learning lots to 
grow their knowledge on new topics!   

 
Writing Workshop: Narrative Small Moments were a huge success as we kicked off   

Writing Workshop!  Students gathered writing inspiration through picture collages made with   
families and have written story ideas on Heart Maps!  Throughout this unit students learned what 
the writing process looks like: Thinking, Planning, Sketching, and Writing! We learned from master 
author Jane Yolen about adding details to our writing!  She taught us to use our 5 senses, make 
comparisons, show our feelings and thoughts to make our readers feel like they were in our         
moments with us! Students also explored the world of publishing their writing.  We revised,        
edited, illustrated, and fancied up some covers for our small moments! Next, we will be writing     
informational books about topics we are experts on! 

 
Math Workshop: Math Workshop has been launched and Unit 1 :  Counting,  Coins,  and    

Combinations has been wrapped up! In this unit students were introduced to counting strategies, 
the 120 chart, Today’s Number routines, and counting coins.  Students also learned how to solve  
story problems using efficient and accurate second grade strategies! We continue to practice    
telling time to the hour and half-hour, elapsed time by the hour, and counting and trading coins 
within $1.00!  Students are also hard at work mastering those math facts to 20 in a snap!  We’ve 
been     practicing our +1/+2/+3 facts, Combinations of 10 facts, and Doubles Facts! Most recently 
we’ve been practicing using place value to solve 2-digit addition and subtraction story problems!  
Students are striving for accuracy by double checking their counting and to make sure work is neat 
and organized! 

 
Social Studies: Second Graders absolutely loved our new Social Studies unit “Our         

Community Tradition: The Berlin Fair”.  Students explored communities and how to be a good        
citizen in the different communities we are a part of (home, school, Berlin, etc).  Students also 
learned about the Berlin Fair, past and present! Before the fair, we enjoyed a visit from members  
of the Berlin Historical Society who shared great stories and pictures of the origins of the fair.   
Did you know the fair all started with a squash seed? 

 
Science: Students have wrapped up their learning on how water changes the land    

through out first NGSS Unit: Beavers: Nature’s Engineers. Students were able to conduct multiple             
experiments on how rivers flow, beavers build dams, and how the beaver dams change the flow of the 
water and therefore the land. 

 
Technology:  Our technology lessons with Mr.  Clapp were exciting these first few months 

of school!  He has discussed internet safety with us and taught us how to work and treat the      
technology we have in the classrooms. Students also explored the SeeSaw app for digital portfolios 
and a new coding app called Run Marco. We are looking forward to more learning with Mr. Clapp as the 
school year moves forward! 

 
Other: In November,  students enjoyed a trip to The Connecticut Science Center where 

they were able to visit a science lab to conduct another experiment how water changes land! We also 
were lucky enough to attend an assembly with The Learning Station! We danced, wiggled, and giggled 
our way through an afternoon. It was a blast!  

Grade 2 



          Grade 3 

 
Third graders have been busy since the start of the school year building their classroom community 
expectations. Over the last couple of months, students have learned and continue to practice their 
everyday reading, writing and math routines. Specifically, they have set up their “Jot Journals” to 
help them continue to be successful readers. In writing, they have had the opportunity to create 
their own very own writer’s notebooks to help them recall special memories. In math, students have 
been exploring math workshop and different ways to communicate their strategies to their peers.  

 
Most recently, students were immersed in a fictional reading unit of study where student          
partnerships read mystery books within a series, such as: Capital Mysteries, Encyclopedia Brown, 
Jigsaw Jones and Nancy Drew Notebooks. Students learned how to first understand a mystery. 
They read their mysteries, keeping track of clues and wondering about suspects. They then learned 
how to read on high alert for possible clues and how to make specific predictions that support their 
mysteries. Students have also learned how to raise the level of their reading by thinking about the 
genre as a whole and how to determine which books are similar and which are different within the 
genre.  

 
During writing, students learned how to write personal narrative stories focused on one small       
moment in their lives. They learned how to grab their reader’s attention by developing strong leads, 
adding in sensory details to help their reader make that mental movie in their own minds, how to add 
in dialogue and finally how to write a strong conclusion that wrapped up their entire small moment 
story. While writing their personal narrative stories, they went through the whole writing process of 
revising, editing and finally publishing using Google Docs. Currently, students  have begun gathering 
their bold opinions for persuasive writing. They will be looking at their world and imagining how it 
could be better. Their ideas will help them form their bold opinions.  

  
In math, students learned about the properties of multiplication and division, examined the          
relationship between the two operations and developed strategies for solving multiplication and    
division problems. Students first learned about multiplication as combining equal groups. They wrote 
and solved multiplication story problems as well as learned about the three pieces of information 
within a multiplication situation. Students have been practicing the basic addition, subtraction and 
multiplication facts through various fluency activities during math workshop. Students are currently 
working with finding the perimeter and area of shapes using the U.S. standard unit of measurement.  

 
During science, third grade students have been investigating forces and motion and applying the  
concepts to a new playground design that changes and improves traditional motion on the            
playground. In social studies, students have explored maps of Connecticut and different landforms. 
They have also begun to learn about the different types of communities found in our state.  

 
As you can see, third graders have been very busy over the last few months and are eager to learn 
even more as the school year progresses. Stay tuned for more exciting third grade happenings!   

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



                   Grade 4 

 
 
The fourth graders at Willard have been working very hard throughout the 

first few months of school! We have kicked off the school year with our “Bringing 
Characters Into Meaning” reading unit, and the students have been reading a       
variety of fictional texts. They have been participating in book club discussions, 
and sharing their thoughts and feelings about the books they are reading.         
Students have been growing ideas about the characters in their books by paying 
close attention to character traits and feelings, and thinking about the lessons and 
themes in their books. 

We have recently started our non-fiction reading unit: Reading the Weather, 
Reading the World. The students have been learning how to navigate nonfiction 
texts using text features. They have also been learning about how ideas are       
organized in nonfiction texts, and how to synthesize information. Students will be 
using the information they learn from their weather books to create their own 
weather newscast with our amazing technology integration specialist, Mr. Clapp! 

Fourth graders have recently completed their first writing unit: The Arc of 
Story. They have been writing narrative stories by developing fictional characters 
and giving these characters motivations and struggles. Students have used the 
writing process to develop and create a plan for their stories, and then draft,   
edit, and revise their writing. They are now learning how to write personal and 
persuasive essays. 

In math, students began the year learning about large numbers. They spent 
some time reviewing place value and learning how to write numbers in standard 
form, word form, and expanded form. They also learned how to round numbers   
to specific place values, as well as strategies to use to solve addition and        
subtraction problems. They have just completed their second unit, which focused 
on the relationship between factors and multiples. They learned about different 
strategies they can use to multiply numbers, and they have also been working on  
a variety of problem solving strategies. Students are currently in their third 
unit, which is all about multiplying and dividing numbers using many different 
strategies. They are participating in Math Workshop activities daily, which      
include XtraMath to help improve their fact fluency, IXL to target specific 
skills, word problems, and math games to reinforce concepts. 

These incredibly talented fourth graders have learned about map features        
and they have been taking notes on the history of Connecticut using TrueFlix. 
Students had an amazing time on their field trip to Indian Rock where they 
learned about how Native Americans used natural resources to survive in      
Connecticut hundreds of years ago! They are now learning about the northeast 
region of the United States. Students have also been completing fun science   
experiments to learn more about weathering and erosion. They have had a very 
successful start to the school year, and all of their teachers are very             
impressed. 

           



 
The fifth graders at Willard School have started the year off strong.  We had  

a great hands on learning experience at Old Sturbridge Village in Massachusetts.  
The students had a chance to see part of our social studies curriculum come alive. 
They have also  been working on persisting through difficult tasks and striving for          
accuracy. These are Habits of Mind that has been a focus of ours for November and 
December.  On December 12th our students will perform at Willard’s Winter Concert. 
The 5th grade band and chorus will end 2018 with great cheer! 

 
 In reading, we have finished up our realistic fiction book clubs focusing on  
character development and theme.  Currently, we are starting the first of two      
nonfiction units. In this current unit, we are going cross curricular and using our      
social studies unit on exploration of the new world, to learn our nonfiction reading 
skills.  We will focus on note taking skills to help us further our knowledge of main 
idea and supporting details. We will use these skills to help us write non-fiction     
summaries. 

 
 In writing, we wrapped upped our unit on personal narratives and have turned 
our attention to essay writing.  Currently, we are working on featured articles using   
a topic about space. Each student chose a topic about space and is doing research     
on that topic.  Mr. Clapp and Ms. Poole have worked with our students to help with  
the technology and resources the students will need to complete their research.    
The students will take the information they learned and turn it into a featured        
article that they will share with their classmates.   

 
 In math, we studied order of operation, long multiplication and division to    
start the year.  We are now studying addition and subtraction of fractions. The   
fifth graders have looked at using their math habits of mind to justify their thinking 
when using common denominators to add or subtract fractions.  We have also used 
Number Talks to help with critical thinking kids and discourse. 

 
In Science, we have started our first new unit using the NGSS frameworks.  Our    
focus question is, “Is a shooting star a star?” We have studied the sun, earth, moon 
and stars.  We had the students explore and ask genuine questions to help their      
understanding of these topics. These new units will help us be better prepared for 
the new NGSS Science Assessment the students will take in the spring. 

 
 
 

GRADE 5 



                                                                                                                     

    MATH DEPARTMENT 

Here at Willard School, amazing things are happening in Math in     
all of our grade level classrooms! I would like to highlight the work    
beginning in Grades 2 and 3 and the ongoing work that Grades 4   

and 5 have been apart of since last fall. The teachers in these grades are taking  
part in professional development (Math Studio) focused on teaching practices 
that foster meaningful and productive student engagement in mathematical   
content. Our work together has been so inspiring! It is based on research that 
has been done on best teaching practices and the importance of student growth 
mindset. 
 
During Parent Conferences you may have seen green and orange posters on the 
wall or around the smartboards in your student’s Grade 2-5 classroom. These  
are the Math Habits of Mind and Interaction that we as teachers are working 
hard to foster in all of our students. The philosophy behind this important work 
is: When students think mathematically they create and explore generalizations 
and justifications to understand why ideas and solutions are always, sometimes 
or never true. To generalize and justify, students must create, notice,           
conjecture, and reason about mathematical representations (models) while    
making   connections to patterns and structure. Additionally, the students    
need to persevere when challenged, think about their thinking and the thinking 
of others, as they work through stuck points (mistakes) and the feeling of not 
being quite sure that they are right. 
 
When students do math with other mathematicians in their classrooms they will 
use math reasoning as the authority for deciding what math ideas make sense 
and are correct. They will critique and debate the logic and truth of ideas by  
exploring multiple pathways of reasoning and comparing their logic and ideas to 
see how they are mathematically the same or different. 
 

All of the above Habits of Interaction happen because the teacher’s have 
set up their classrooms to foster students that respect each others right to 
purposeful private reasoning time before ideas and thinking are shared, as well 
as encourage students to listen to understand each other’s reasoning and ask 
genuine questions to understand (not influence) each other’s thinking. 

 
We know that all students are capable mathematical thinkers, but not all 

students sitting in our classrooms believe this YET. The nature of the Math 
Habits of Mind and Interaction that students in the Grades 2-5 classrooms    
engage in daily will impact their understanding of math and their images of 
themselves as mathematicians! 

 
I think I Can...I’m going to Try!  Changes to I KNOW I CAN...LET ME 

SHOW AND TELL YOU! 
 



                      Art Department 
 

Hello Families, 
 

Once again, we have had a busy start to the school year and our students are 
working hard!   
 
The beginning of the year is a great time to learn and review the different        
elements of art and principles of design.   So far we’ve studied line, shape,       
pattern, color and value.  We’ve looked at work done by various artists such as 
Piet Mondrian, Claude Monet, Henri Matisse and Ted Harrison. Various media 
we’ve already used include crayon, oil and chalk pastel, marker, colored pencil, 
tempera paint, tempera cake paint and watercolors. 
 
This year, we are continuing to use sketchbooks for practicing and sketching    
ideas for artworks, writing about artworks and even including some free drawing 
and writing.  The sketchbooks are kept in the room and will grow with the        
students throughout the year.  If you are interested in seeing your child’s   
sketchbook, they may take it home, just please remember to have them bring      
it back for the next class.  We do a lot of brainstorming! 
 
The students have also created their own portfolios to house their completed  
artworks throughout the year.  I will use these projects for displays throughout 
the year as well as for our annual Fine Arts Night.  If you are eager to see     
samples of your child’s artwork before the portfolio comes home at the end of 
the year, please do not hesitate to contact me and schedule a time to come in. 
 
I look forward to the many creations ahead of us this year!  
Kristen Vernon 

 

Physical Education 
 

Students in grades K-2 have been working on locomotor and non-locomotor    
movements. They have also been developing their hand/eye coordination as well   
as their foot/eye coordination . In the coming weeks they will be practicing ball   
handing as well as cooperative games such as tag, parachute, scooter boards, etc. 
Grades 3-5 have completed Indoor Soccer. Team Handball and Basketball will be 
our next two units of instruction.  

 
 



At Willard, we are committed to meeting the Common Core State Standards in grades K-5. 
These national standards outline the expectations for all K-12 students in literacy. Our district 
implements the Teachers College Reading and Writing Workshop model of instruction which 
is clearly aligned with the Common Core State Reading and Writing Standards. 
 
The workshop model provides opportunities for the teacher to instruct the class as a whole 
and to differentiate instruction to meet the individual needs of our students. Each workshop 
consists of a mini lesson, independent reading/writing time, and a share time. 
 
During Reading Workshop independent reading time, the teacher confers with students and  
implements small strategy group instruction to meet individual needs. Furthermore, this model 
of instruction incorporates student choice! Students have ample opportunities to choose just 
right books for independent reading! When choosing a just right book,  students have many 
things to consider including genre, topic, and level of text complexity. A just right book      
provides a little bit of a challenge for the reader but does not cause frustration. Additionally, 
Willard teachers encourage students to read, write and engage in conversations about text 
throughout the day. We  strive to create a community of readers who truly find joy in reading! 
 
Read alouds are another daily and integral component of our literacy block.  At Willard,  
the read aloud is the “heart of the reading workshop block,” providing opportunities for   
meaningful discourse and for students to delve deeper into understanding complex characters, 
themes, and topics. Through the read aloud, children will develop a better understanding of  
the world around them. 
 
During Writing Workshop, students in grades K-5 write for a variety of different purposes 
and in a variety of genre (opinion, informational, and narrative), research and present            
information about a chosen topic, and work collaboratively with teachers and peers to edit   
and revise drafts of written pieces. Our goal at Willard is to have students write routinely 
over extended periods of time for content-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Parents can support reading at home by increasing the child’s reading stamina, reading aloud 
and engaging in a meaningful conversation about the text, helping their child find a just right 
book, discussing what makes a text complex, encouraging the child to describe how illustrations 
support the story, comparing and contrasting two stories or texts about a similar topic or by 
the same author, discussing the importance and meaning of interesting words and phrases, and 
finding ways the author made the text interesting, informative, funny or sad. 
 
Parents can support writing at home by sharing and celebrating writing,  highlighting     
different types of writing that are a part of our daily life, noticing and appreciating the    
writing found in books, sharing your child's writing with a larger audience (email, letters,...), 
and exploring informational books together (discussing the format, brief directions, pictures 
or diagrams). 
 
Sources 
"CCSS Overview." Common Core Standards in Connecticut. N.p., 2016. Web. 
“How Parents Can Support the Common Core Reading Standards.” Reading Rockets, Reading Rockets, 24 Aug. 2017, 
www.readingrockets.org/article/how-parents-can-support-common-core-reading-standards. 
“How Parents Can Support the Common Core Writing Standards.” Reading Rockets, Reading Rockets, 24 Aug. 2017, 
www.readingrockets.org/article/how-parents-can-support-common-core-writing-standards. 
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       Technology Integration   
We started the year going over the safe handling of technology, followed 
quickly by lessons on digital citizenship and the safe and responsible use of technology     
and the internet with all grade levels. Students at every grade level were introduced to   
the applications that they will be using in school throughout the year to help them with 
math fluency, reading, writing, handwriting, and keyboarding. 
 
In addition, every student in Kindergarten through Fifth Grade began lessons on coding,  
and was set up with a personal coding account to use throughout the year. 
 
Students in Kindergarten through Second Grade are using Seesaw to share work that they 
do at school with families at home. 
 
Kindergarteners have been using the iPads to visualize and create scenes from a pumpkin 
patch. They have also been learning how to use the app Matific for fluency practice in math 
workshop. Our kindergartners are learning to use Osmo devices. These devices, along with 
the iPads, allows students to manipulate cards and tiles on the table and have their work 
“read” by the iPads. We are currently using them to practice letter recognition, and will use 
them later in the year for addition fluency. 
 
Students in first grade are learning how to use the iPads to create multimedia How-To  
books for their peers. They are learning to incorporate photography and video into their 
books. 
 
Second grade students will soon begin creating podcasts to practice their speaking and      
listening skills. We will also start working on our keyboarding skills, as students learn to use 
computers as well as iPads. 
 
Third, fourth and fifth grade students have been learning a lot about using Google Apps for 
Education to approach their learning in new ways. Students are using these devices in the 
Writing Workshop to draft, edit, and peer review their work. They are also using them to 
regularly practice their math fact fluency and typing skills. 
 
Fourth grade students have begun a weekly video series called Willard This Week. Our      
students are working in teams of five to create information and entertaining broadcasts for 
the rest of the school to enjoy. 
 
Fifth grade students are learning how to make their internet searches more effective by    
using better search terms. They are also learning how to refine their results, and how to  
evaluate whether a webpage is worth their time. 
 

Elijah Clapp 

 

 

 

 

 



Library News  
Our new Willard Learning Commons is an exciting place to be!  In addition to the new    
carpet, paint, and layout that we started off the year with, we recently received the    
new couches, tables, and chairs!  The students are excited by all of these changes and   
are really enjoying relaxing on the couches while enjoying their books. 
 
On the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, we began a new tradition at Willard School -   
Our 3rd grade Balloon Parade.  After reading Balloons Over Broadway, each 3rd grade  
student decorated his or her own balloon following the design process.  We then put on 
some marching music and paraded around the school while the other classes sat out in   
the hallway to watch.  The parade was a huge success and I look forward to continuing   
the tradition next year. 

This month we have many activities happening during library class time.  In addition to 
weekly book check out, the following things are taking place: 

 
* Kindergarteners are listening to many different     
versions of the Gingerbread Man in preparation for    
a special activity with Mr. Clapp. 
 
* First Grade is working on “The Best Part of Me”. 
 
* Second Grade is learning about different holidays 
celebrated during this time of year as well as      
getting ready to select books from “the big kid side” 
of the learning commons. 
 
*Third Grade is continuing to learn about the       
different fiction genres our space has to offer. 
 
* Fourth and Fifth Graders are learning about     
noodletools. If you ever had to do a bibliography 
from scratch you should ask your child about      
noodletools.  It makes the entire citation process a 
breeze! 
 

The Learning Commons is sponsoring a new school wide reading initiative!  In an effort   
to continue building lifelong readers at Willard School, we will be recognizing every book 
read from Monday, December 3, until we reach our goal of 3,996 books!  Why 3,996? 
That is the number of stickers we need to discover the picture on the poster hanging 
outside the Learning Commons. For each book read by a student (with or without help 
from a family member) or staff member, a colored sticker will be placed on the poster. 
 Books read can be fiction or nonfiction. Help us meet our goal by encouraging your child 
to read every day! Thank you for your support.                                           
                                                                                                                                                         
Denise Poole 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The vocal music department has also been busy at work. Students in grades   
Kindergarten-5th Grade put on a beautiful Veteran’s Day program on November 
12. Students honored our veterans by singing patriotic songs such as The       
National Anthem and “America the Beautiful,” to name a few. Currently, all    
students are preparing for the upcoming “Holiday in the Round,” on December 
21.  

 
 

                             BAND                                                             
 

It has been an exciting start to the school year. The 4th grade 
band has over 70 participants and the progress they are making 
week to week is amazing! The 5th grade band is also doing     

wonderfully. The 5th grade band has already performed at the 3rd Annual        
Elementary Band night at Sage Park! The band performed with students from 
Hubbard, Griswold, and Berlin High School at the football game on October 19. 
The students performed beautifully and represented Willard full of pride! In 
addition, band students are also working on challenging band literature for the 
upcoming concert on December 12.  
 
Lastly, the 5th Grade Chorus will partner with the bands in concert on December 
12 at 6:30 PM. We hope to see you all there! 
 
Musically,  
Mrs. Lawson and Mrs. Gemmell 
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